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Institutional Establishment and Ideological Tension: A Discussion of “Obstruction” in the Jiaqing

and Daoguang Reigns

SUN Ming (Research Center for Chinese Politics, Peking University; sunming@pku.edu.cn)

Abstract: From the perspective of institutional development process rather than static, the Jiaging
and Daoguang reigns was the period when the system of communication channels was finalized. The
great changes of the information system from the title book to the memorial, and the center from the
cabinet to the Grand Council determined the marginal position of the communication channels in the
political system. From this point of view, the intelligentsia criticized the problem of “obstruction” and
the system of communication channels, insisting on the structural function of communication channels
in the political system, while the emperor blamed the problem on the private interests of the bureaucrats.
The system and its ideology were integrated together. From the perspective of the ideology, there was
tension and contradiction between the “former generation’s legal meaning” and “this dynasty’s legal
meaning”, forming the characteristics of the communication channels.

Keywords: the Jiaging and Daoguang period, communication channels, obstruction, institutional

finalization

108



